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became common over all Greece, and was minted both at
Corinth and Sicyon.
I conjecture that the size of the League silver coin was
determined by the fact that it represented the daily pay of
an infantry soldier. (See Leake.) TerpvtoMfav, said the
Athenian, when he spoke with contempt of being a soldier.
Both Thucydides (v. 47) and Xenophon (Hell. v. 2, 22)
mention that in the times before the League the pay
was three Aeginetan obols.
I cannot decide whether Polybius regarded the League
coins as tetrobols or henudraehms. He says (vi. 39, 12}
that the daily pay of a Roman soldier was two obols. We
know it was five Asses, and the weight of a denarius of the
period cannot have been less than 64 grs. troy. I possess
one (gens Poblicia) of that weight. Junia, 63-5; Calpurnia,
Julia, Mamilia, and Pomponia, each 62. This gives
32 grains of silver as the equivalent of the Roman pay.
The standard weight of an Aeginetan obolos, put at 14'5,
only gives 29 grains of Greek silver, which is a great but
perhaps intelligible loss on the exchange of Roman copper
for Greek silver coin. But if we suppose Polybius to refer
to the Macedonian standard, the obolos being only 1075,
the pay of a Roman soldier would only be equal to 21'5 grs,
of Greek silver, when we know that it was equivalent to
at least 32 grs. of Roman silver. This is quite inad-
missible.
I find it also impossible to reconcile another passage of
Polybius with the foregoing, and suspect he must have
been referring to different periods without taking into
account the great changes that took place in the value of
money. He tells us (ii. 15, 6) that an As was equal to
half an obolos. Now if we reckon the obolos at 14-5,
this makes the pay of a Roman soldier equivalent to

